
The American Pageant Chapter 28 Reading Guide 
 
Vocabulary 
Social gospel 
Muckrakers 
Initiative 
Referendum 
Recall 
Australian ballot 
Muller v. Oregon 
Lochner v. New York 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) 
Elkins Act 
Meat Inspection Act 
Pure Food and Drug Act 
Hetch Hetchy Valley 
Dollar diplomacy 
Payne-Aldrich Bill 
 
Reading Questions 

1. Although the Progressive Movement is usually thought of as an early 20
th

 Century movement, explain how 
the roots of the Progressive Movement can be found in the latter part of the 19

th
 Century. (Know the 

writers and ideas found in the section called Progressive Roots.) 
2. What is a muckraker? 
3. Who were some of the prominent muckrakers, what did they write, and who/what issues were their 

writings about? 
4. Explain the Progressive ideas of the initiative, referendum, and recall. 
5. What is the “Australian ballot?” 
6. Why did the Progressives support the direction election of Senators, and how did they bring that change 

about? 
7. What gains are made in the battle for women’s suffrage in the early 20

th
 century? 

8. What reforms do Progressives push for in the cities? 
9. Explain how governors like Robert La Follette in Wisconsin and Hiram Johnson in California furthered the 

Progressive agenda. 
10. What is meant by the concept of “separate spheres?”  How did Progressive women “incorporate” this 

idea into their work? 
11. What is the significance of the Supreme Court case Muller v. Oregon (1908)?  Who is the attorney in the 

case? 
12. Why is the Supreme Court case Lochner v. New York (1905) a setback for Progressives? 
13. Following the Triangle Shirtwaist Company fire, what gains are Progressives able to get for workers? 
14. How did Progressive women change the temperance debate? 
15. What are the three C’s of Theodore Roosevelt’s Square Deal? 
16. What is the dispute in the anthracite coal strike in Pennsylvania in 1902?  How does Theodore Roosevelt 

resolve the dispute, and why is his method so significant? 
17. What new cabinet department is created at Roosevelt’s urging to deal with the disputes between capital 

and labor? 
18. What is the significance of the Elkins Act (1903) and the Hepburn Act (1906)? 
19. What does Roosevelt mean by “good trusts” and “bad trusts”? 
20. What is the significance of the Supreme Court’s Northern Securities decision in 1904? 
21. Why is Roosevelt’s reputation as a trustbuster historically inaccurate? 
22. What is the significance of Upton Sinclair’s work The Jungle? 
23. What are the Meat Inspection Act and the Pure Food and Drug Act? 



24. How was each of the following acts designed to help protect the environment: Desert Land Act of 1877, 
Forest Reserve Act of 1891, and Carey Act of 1894? 

25. Explain the purpose of the Newlands Act of 1902.  What were the effects of this law? 
26. How did private citizens and groups promote the cause of conservation and reclamation? 
27. How did the Hetch Hetchy Valley controversy split the conservationist movement (Muir’s idea vs. 

Pinchot’s idea)? 
28. What reforms happen as a result of the Panic of 1907? 
29. At the end of the section called “The Rough Rider Thunders Out”, what does the book say are the three 

major contributions of Roosevelt that lasted beyond his presidency? 
30. Who succeeds Roosevelt as president, and why is this problematic? 
31. Explain the concept of Dollar Diplomacy, and explain how it is used in China as well as the Caribbean. 
32. What two decisions on trusts came in 1911?   
33. What is the Payne-Aldrich Bill, and why is it controversial? 
34. Explain the Ballinger-Pinchot dispute, and how does the handling of it increase the divide between Taft 

and Roosevelt? 
35. How does the Taft-Roosevelt divide reach a boiling point at the Republican National Convention in 

Chicago in June 1912? 


